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Report of the International Development Standing Committee

Mission
The International Development (ID) Standing Committee promotes, coordinates, and implements IEA policies and activities at a regional level to expand the reach of the IEA. It is particularly involved with initiatives supporting research, development, training, and conferences in industrially developing countries.

Latin America
Major activities during the period under reporting:
1) Facillitation for the creation of a Caribbean Ergonomics Society
2) Facillitation for the creation of a Bolivian Ergonomics Society 
3) Development of a Masters of Ergonomics programme at UTN FRBA Argentina 
4) Participation at ULAERGO to develop Ergonomics in South America, providing training to ULAERGO members to promote the IEA 7 policies.

SOCHERGO & ULAERGO
IEA will strongly support the forthcoming XIII International Congress of Ergonomics and Human Factors of the Chilean Society of Ergonomics and Human Factors SOCHERGO and the VIII Congress of the Latin American Union of Ergonomics ULAERGO to be held here in Chile, with many presentations from IEA resource persons including the IEA President, Past President, Chair of the Science, Technology and Practice Committee, etc.

Africa
Efforts are on to develop education and training programmes in Sub-Saharan Africa including a coursework masters’ in HFE and a bridging short course in HFE. Discussions are in progress to determine the structure of these programmes, whether they would be hosted in one country or across multiple countries, and inclusion of new topics specific to Africa. The basic structure would be the Ergonomics Formation Model.
It is proposed to host a workshop with participants from across Sub-Saharan Africa with the dual purpose of discussing the Ph.D programme and helping Ghana develop capacity to establish an ergonomics society.

Asia
PREMUS 2023
IEA resource persons would participate in the 11th PREMUS, 6th WDPI, and 11th MYOPAIN International Scientific Conference on Prevention of Work-related Musculoskeletal Disorders; Work, Disability, Prevention, and Integration; and Myofascial Pain Syndrome and Fibromyalgia Syndrome to be held in Bengaluru, India. The theme of PREMUS, WDPI, & MYOPAIN 2023 is "Prevention of Musculoskeletal Disorders and Work Disability in the New Ways of Working".



ACED 2023
The fourth ACED Triennial Conference ACED 2023 will be held in Mumbai, India simultaneously with the BRICSplus HFE conference 2023 and the HWWE 2023 conference of the Indian Society of Ergonomics. IEA representatives will attend and support these conferences.

Collaborative PhD Programme
Substantial progress has been made towards the development of a collaborative Ph.D programme for Asia. Based on a needs analysis study, it is proposed to have MOUs with participating Universities or Institutes through the IEA regional network. At present, an inventory is being prepared of the participating Universities or Institutes, available faculty, scholarships, and the scope for international students.

Bangladesh
The Bangladesh Ergonomics Society (BES) has formally applied for membership of ACED, the IEA regional network. However, there are not enough members to comply with the eligibility requirements to apply for IEA membership (Federated or Affiliated). IDC is maintaining contact with the BES and supporting their activities with the aim of helping them to fulfil the IEA membership requirements.

Vietnam
IEA is working through IDC and PSE to work with Ergonomists in Vietnam to organize an activity in Vietnam, help in the development of collaborative HFE academic and research programmes and help in forming a Vietnamese Ergonomics Society. A meeting was held with IEA President, PSE and ID chairs with different key persons engaged in Ergonomics in Vietnam, particularly from their National Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health (NIOEH), to better understand their needs. 
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