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Belgian Ergonomics Society - BES

	Names and emails of President, Secretary and Treasurer
	Alain Piette, president@besweb.be 
Marie Koziol, secretary@besweb.be
Caroline Pirotte, treasurer@besweb.be

	Name and email 
of IEA Council Representative/s
	Alain Piette, president@besweb.be 

	Attendance at Council meeting in Chile
	In person 
or

X Online
or
Not attending



	Website address
	www.besweb.be

	Number of society members
	105

	Is the title Ergonomist, HFE specialist, or similar protected by law in your country?
	No as ergonomist alone, but in the federal legislation about well-being at work, the “prevention advisor in ergonomics” is defined with knowledge and competencies criteria

	Are there laws in your country requiring ergonomic adaptions in the workplace, or for working tools, etc.

	In the legal definition of well-being at work, ergonomics is one of the five main disciplines with safety, health, psychosocial and hygiene.
.

	Is there a professional certification system for HFE specialists in your country or region?

	No in Belgium but yes at the European level: Eur Erg. BES has a specific committee (BREE) to examine the requests and to present them to CREE.

	Do you have a promotion program or special membership categories for early career / students?
	YES: we accept free of charge students as BES member during their training.

	Are there university level courses for HFE specialists in your country?
	Yes

	Does your society have any official special interest sub-groups, similar to IEA’s Technical Committees?
	No, except just BREE for the recognition of Eur Erg to the CREE.

	Are there adequate work opportunities for HFE graduates?
	Difficult to answer….I think there is a great need inside the company but almost of the Belgian ergonomists are working in the 10 external OSH services. So the number of places is rather limited.

	What issues do you have that you would like to discuss with others at the IEA meeting?
	It is not possible for me to travel to Chili, so it will be difficult to have a lot of discussion being online. 

One point is the following: The legislation of most of the European countries concerning MSD prevention, is based on two very old European directives (manual handling and visual screen, begin the years 1990). What is the situation now in your country to prevent MSD? Do you have a specific national new/more recent legislation to prevent MSD?

	How do you plan to promote IEA2024 to your members? Do you need any material?
	With a monthly newsletter called Besflash, we send news from IEA to all our BES members. I don’t think we need material.

	Society activities held or planned in 2023.
	1. BES collaborated since the begin to the organization of the French congress on MSD in Tunisia: 4ème CONGRÈS FRANCOPHONE TMS TUNISIE 2022, 8-9 et 10 novembre 2022. After 4 years of work, due to the report from March 2020 to November 2022, BES was present with 10 BES members sponsored by BES. Alain Piette, BES president, is since the begin in the short scientific committee. He is responsible of two sessions about Return to work and of one round table about MSD prevention and social dialogue. Proceedings of the TMS French-speaking conference have been published in the INRS journal Références en santé au travail: https://www.rst-sante-travail.fr/rst/pages-article/ArticleRST.html?ref=RST.TD%20303
2. Success of a BES company visit on 10 February 2023, with the presentation of the ergonomics approach to help companies to adapt workplaces and work environment in the industrial sector and in the tertiary sector. 
3. Success of our BES national study day on 23 March 2023 concerning “Ergonomic approach inside companies: good practices” to show the good collaboration needed between external ergonomist and internal OSH officer.
 Physical conference with a lunch
 100 participants, full 2 months between the date, assistance limited to the room capacity (100)
 Collaboration with the EU-OSHA Belgian focal point and FEES
4. BES is one of the sponsors of the 8TH INTERNATIONAL DIGITAL HUMAN MODELING SYMPOSIUM (Monday 4 till Wednesday 6 September 2023 in Antwerp, Belgium.) by offering the inscription fees to 5 BES members.
5. We promote the ergonomic vision for the students. BES proposes for the student’s ergonomist to present their these. It’s a good opportunity for the participants to improve their knowledge on specific topics, and for student to have a contact with ergonomists, mainly employed by OSH services.
6. BES company visit: STIB-MIVB - Brussels Intercommunal Transport Company, 15 September 2023 with 25 participants.
7. BES and Ministry of Labor: 12 October 2023: discussion and exchange (intervision) between labor inspector and BES ergonomists to discuss about the activities of external ergonomists inside company and the reports of these activities, read by the inspectors and given comments and questions to the ergonomists.
8. Conference organized by BES and ULB, 25 October 2023, on « Technologies émergentes et travail : enjeux et perspectives pour l'ergonomie ? », by Fabien Coutarel, Maître de Conférences, Habilité à Diriger les Recherches & Ergonome Européen (Eur Erg®), Président du Collège des Enseignants-Chercheurs en Ergonomie (CE2),  Université Clermont Auvergne - Laboratoire ACTé (Laboratoire Activité Connaissance Transmission Education).
More than 30 BES participants + students of ULB (université libre de Bruxelles)
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