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Human Factors and Ergonomics Society of Australia

	Names and emails of President, Secretary and Treasurer
	President – Sharon Todd – president@ergonomics.org.au 
Secretary – Kath Jones – generalsecretary@ergonomics.org.au 
Treasurer – Louise Whitby – treasurer@ergonomics.org.au 

	Name and email 
of IEA Council Representative/s
	Dr Valerie O’Keeffe – iea@ergonomics.org.au or valerie.okeeffe@bigpond.com 

	Website address
	www.ergonomics.org.au 

	Number of society members
	417

	Is the title Ergonomist, HFE specialist, or similar protected by law in your country?
	No

	Are there laws in your country requiring ergonomic adaptions in the workplace, or for working tools, etc.

	· Work health and safety Acts and Regulations requiring safe design and adaptations to work stations, plant, tools and systems of work
· Workers‘ compensation legislation requires adjustments to work design including equipment, technology, working hours, retraining and systems of work
· Transport safety legislation requiring consideration of human factors in the design of work, workstations, equipment and systems in rail, air safety
· Disability discrimination legislation requires reasonable adjustments at work for people with disability

	Is there a professional certification system for HFE specialists in your country or region?

	Yes – The Professional Affairs Board (established under the auspices of HFESA) administers the certification system for members and non-members of HFESA and complies with the Certification requirements of IEA

	Do you have a promotion program or special membership categories for early career / students?
	· Yes – Early Career and Student Special Interest Group (ECS-SIG) which  represents and supports students and early career HFE professionals who have completed their studies in the previous 5 years


	Are there university level courses for HFE specialists in your country?
	La Trobe University
Masters of Ergonomics Safety and Health
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/courses/master-of-ergonomics-safety-and-health
RMIT University
Course title: Human Factors for Investigators
http://www1.rmit.edu.au/courses/053504
University of Wollongong
Graduate Diploma in Occupational Health and Safety
https://coursefinder.uow.edu.au/information/index.html?course=graduate-diploma-occupational-health-safety
University of South Australia
Graduate Diploma in Human Factors And Safety Management Systems
https://postgradaustralia.com.au/institutions/university-of-south-australia/courses/graduate-diploma-in-human-factors-and-safety-management-systems
Master of Psychology (Organisational and Human Factors)
www.adelaide.edu.au/degree-finder/mpohf_mpsychohm.html
Short Courses
The University of Newcastle
On line Short Course – Human Factors and Work Health And Safety
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/course/OHSE6040
Monash University
2023 Human Factors in Healthcare Designing Safe Systems- Department of Anaesthesiology and Perioperative medicine
https://www.clinicalhumanfactors.org.au
Human Factors Training Solutions – Human Factors Courses in Aviation
https://hfts.com.au/courses/


	Does your society have any official special interest sub-groups, similar to IEA’s Technical Committees?
	HFESA currently has six Special Interest Groups similar to IEA Technical Committees:
· Design SIG – focus on ergonomic design and impact on performance
· ECS SIG – Early Career and Student SIG represents and supports students and early career HFE professionals who have completed their studies in the previous 5 years
· CHISIG – Computer and Human Interaction SIG provides a forum for people working on all aspects of interactive technology from analysis and design to evaluation and implementation
· Health SIG – is a forum for HFE professionals interested in integrating human factors for safety, quality and efficiency in health and healthcare systems, including patient and worker safety
· TRAN SIG – Transport HFE covers professionals interested in transport safety and performance including fatigue, vigilance, culture, risk management, design, incident investigation, impact of new technologies and systems factors
· STF SIG – Slips, trips and falls SIG – focuses on the built environment and incident investigations to minimise the risk form intrinsic and extrinsic factors contributing to falls using an evidence based approach 

	Are there adequate work opportunities for HFE graduates?
	Demand for HFE professionals in Australia has increased in recent years with growing demand in defence, transport, healthcare and workplace health and safety domains

	What issues do you have that you would like to discuss with others at the next IEA meeting?
	· The globalisation of HFE
· Strategies for advocacy to government/s
· Greater collaboration between other federated societies
· Advocacy in education sectors
· Access to comprehensive HFE education courses continues to be a challenge for achieving competencies of entry-level and advanced training to maintain a skilled workforce


	Society activities held since last annual report or planned for the following year.
	· National Annual Conference - Adelaide November 2023 – Theme: The Value and Vitality of Human Factors and Ergonomics
· National Annual Conference - Brisbane November 2024 – Theme: Human-Centred Futures: Technology, Transformation and Tomorrow’s World 
· National PD events
· Exoskeleton devices and their future in manual industrial tasks
· Workload assessment and when to assess it
· Navigating complexity: Dispelling multi-tasking myths and enhancing communication strategies
· Humanising healthcare
· Communication in transport safety
· Ethical considerations of AI in healthcare
· Re-imagining inpatient falls – a Safety II perspective
· Sharpening your writing skills
· Leadership and communication in minimising psychosocial and MSD risks

· Expansion of HFE Podcast series
· Launch of HFE Hub collating real projects and HFE resources including HFE Podcasts and HFE Media Resource Library https://www.ergonomics.org.au/library/ 
· Redesign of the Professional Affairs Board and Certification of Professionals processes to meet IEA Certification of Professionals requirements
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