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Updated report for Awards Committee
Presentation at IEA EC Meeting, Nottingham, 25-26 April 2026

Prepared by José Orlando Gomes, Past President & Awards Committee Chair

The Awards Standing Committee is responsible for organizing the formal recognition of members of the Federated Societies that have made outstanding contributions to the field of HFE on an international level. There are annual and triennial Awards. Most Awards are granted after application from a Federated Society and approval or decision by appropriate peers, chosen by the Awards Standing Committee Chair.
The key goal for this term is to improve and expand the promotion of the awards  
and raise interest and attractivity of IEA triennial awards.
The main benefits to stakeholders are: promotion of HFE across the globe, acknowledgement, prestige, benefit of society membership, advertisement/publicity for sponsors, monetary award (reward and investment in future).
Co-chair: 
Prof. Mario Vidal
· Selection Committee Chairs 
· 	Mario Vidal – IEA/ Kingfar Student and ECR Awards; IEA/Tsinghua Award
· 	Andy Imada – Thomas R. Waters Memorial MSD Scholarship Award
· 	Pascale Carayon & Patrick Dempsey, USA – IEA John Wilson Award
· 	Pascale Carayon – KU Smith Award

Activities:

· The IEA Fellow Award announcement since January 2026;
· The IEA/Kingfar and IEA/Tsinghua Awards announcements since March 2026;
· Sponsorship prospection in partnership with DP Committee for existing Triennial Awards and potential new Awards although the environment hasn't been very favorable in recent months.






Other activities in 2025-2026:

MSc. Program in HFE for Central America and Caribbean Region
The recent advancement in the Caribbean HFE Society is the addition of Costa Rica to the project.
Last December 2025 one week was spent in San Jose Costa Rica visiting the Universidad Tecnica Nacional authorities and professors for the project kickoff. Also field visits were made to the UTN projects with the communities and city governments. Secondly, it was organized by Prof. Elizabeth Chinchilla from UTN and Costa Rica Ministry of Labor, an international Webinar on February 26th, entitled “Human Factors and Ergonomics from IEA Perspective,  having the IEA President, Prof. Andrew Thatcher as keynote speaker.
For the M.Sc. it was used an updated proposal of one  already designed by Profs. Andrew Todd, Paulo Antonio Barros (Brazil), Juan Carlos Velasquez (PhD Program in HFE for Latin America/Colombia), and Jose Orlando Gomes and this group is committed to participate as lecturers in the new program . Currently, the proposal is in the final stage of approval by the Council of Rectors of Public Universities of Costa Rica. 

PhD Program in HFE for Latin America, Cali, Colombia
It has been provided ongoing support to consolidate the Doctoral Program in HFE for Latin America, serving as an ad honorem professor, participating in teaching, research, advising, and assisting with its management. This year totalize 51 student with an extra cohort of 5 students in February 2026.

1st. International Conference on Informal Work 2026 (IEA/ICOH/IOHA)
Continuous assistance has been provided to the organization of the 1st. International Conference on Informal Work by the partnership IEA/ICOH/IOHA and Universidad del Valle and other stakeholders, in Cali, Colombia scheduled for November 2026.
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IEA is a global federation of Human factors/Ergonomics societies, registered as a nonprofit organization in Geneva, Switzerland.
c¢/o Nils Ashlyn, 96 rue de Genéve, 1226 Thénex, Switzerland




